
September 5, 2017 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Hello, I am really enjoying getting to know your children.  I am proud of 

how hard everyone is working.  The children are doing a good job of settling 

in to the routine of second grade.   

 

In Religion, the first unit is We Believe. The children will learn that the Bible 

is the written Word of God, faith is knowing and believing in God with all 

our hearts, God is the Creator who made everyone and everything out of 

love, and God is the Holy Trinity; He is One God in Three Divine Persons.   

 

When we attend Mass, I am stressing the importance of paying attention to 

the priest.  I am encouraging the children to begin to participate more by 

singing and saying the responses.  This becomes more and more important 

as they prepare for First Communion. 

 

In Reading, to help with decoding skills we are working on long and short 

vowel sounds, words with suffixes, the hard and soft c and g sounds, and 

words with multiple meanings.  To help with comprehension we are working 

on main idea, using context clues, cause and effect, and comparing and 

contrasting.  Please have your child practice reading aloud to you at home.  

We are off to a good start with AR books.   We have talked about the 

importance of reading carefully and both silently and out loud.   

 

We are working on writing proper sentences and the mechanics of writing, 

such as types of sentences and using correct beginning capitalization and 

ending punctuation.  Throughout the year, we will write many sentences, 

paragraphs, and stories.  When your child does their writing homework on 

Wednesday night, it is not necessary for you to make corrections.  I want to 

be able to see their progress in spelling, and sentence and story writing, as 

well as their creativity.   

 

In Math we are working on reviewing different strategies to help remember 

Addition facts.  We will next move to Subtraction and practice subtracting 

using various strategies.  We will also work on problem solving.   Please 

help your child to practice their addition and subtraction facts at home. 

 



In Science we are beginning the year by studying animals and how they 

meet their needs in their habitats, such as a woodland forest, rain forests, 

deserts, the Arctic, and oceans and ponds.  We will discuss how we can help 

and protect these habitats.   

 

Thank you for your help at home making sure homework gets completed 

and returned to school.   When the children return their homework and 

Friday Folder they receive a stamp on a chart in their folder.  When the chart 

is filled they may use it as a homework pass for Sight Words, Doodle Loops, 

or math.  They may not use the pass in place of reading an AR book.   

 

Thank you so much for your help and support at home.  Please contact me if 

you ever have any questions or concerns.    

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Maureen Van Becelaere 

 


